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                   Glossary of Terms











A.B. – Assembly Bill.





A.C.A. – Assembly Constitutional Amendment.





A.C.R. – Assembly Concurrent Resolution.





A.J.R. – Assembly Joint Rules.





Act – A bill passed by the Legislature.





Amendment – Any alteration made, or proposed to be made, in a bill, motion, or clause thereof, by adding, changing, substituting or omitting.





Apportionment – Division of the State into districts from which representatives are elected.





Appropriation – Authorization to spend money from a specific fund for a specific agency for specific purposes, appropriations for anything other than education must be approved by a 2/3 vote of each house in the Legislature.





Assembly – The 80-member lower house of the Legislature, with members serving two-year terms.





Author – The legislator who submits a bill.





Bicameral – A Legislature consisting of two houses.





Big Five – The Governor plus the leader of each party in each house of the Legislature.





Bill – A proposed law, introduced during a session for consideration by the Legislature, and identified numerically in order of presentation.





Bill Room – A room in the Capitol where citizens may obtain copies of bills, files and other publications free of charge. Located in the basement of the Capitol.





Budget – Suggested allocation of state expenditures presented annually by the Governor, for consideration by the Legislature; compiled by the Department of Finance, in conjunction with directors of State Departments.





Caucus – A group of lawmakers who meet to discuss common problems.  


The most prominent and powerful of these are the party caucuses in each house, but also include minority group caucuses and regional caucuses.





Chapter – A bill that has been enacted into law. It is given a number, its chapter number different from its bill number, based on the order in which it has passed.





Chapter Out – Provisions of one chaptered bill conflict with another, the bill with the higher chapter number prevails.





Chief Clerk – An officer of the Assembly, elected by the members to direct the clerical staff and the preparation of daily printing and general publications, and to be of assistance to the presiding officer in interpreting the rules.





Co-author – A member who places his/her name on a bill as a supporter of a measure but who does not normally present arguments for the measure before committees.





Concurrent Resolution – A resolution passed by both houses of the legislature that lacks the force of law.





Constituent – Citizen residing within the district of a legislator.





Constitutional Amendment – A proposed change in the state constitution to be submitted to the voters.





Daily File – The pamphlet printed each legislative day that lists bills that may be debated in committee and on the house floor.





Department of Finance – The department responsible for preparing the Governor’s Budget; the Director of Finance functions as the Governor’s chief fiscal advisor.





Digest – A brief statement, by the Legislative Counsel, on the effect of a proposed measure on existing law.





District – A division of the State represented by a legislator, distinguished numerically, by counties contained therein, determined on the basis of population.





Double Join – Incorporate provisions of another bill to avoid possibility of chaptering out.





Enacting Clause – By statutory provision, each proposed law must be preceded by the phrase “The People of the State of California do enact as follows.”





Entitlement – Programs governed by legislation in a way that legally obligates the government to make specific payments to qualified recipients.





Expenditure – Designates the amount of an appropriation used for goods and services whether paid or unpaid, including expenses.





Fiscal Committee – The committee that hear all bills that have any significant financial impact, regardless of subject matter.


There are two in each house – Budget and Appropriations.





Fiscal Year – A 12-month accounting period, that varies from the calendar year and the federal fiscal year, the State’s fiscal year runs from July 1 through the following June 30.





Fourth Estate – News reporters.





Fund – A legal entity that provides for the segregation of moneys or other assets in the State Treasury for specific activities or responsibilities in accordance with specific conditions or limitations.





General Fund – The predominant fund for financing state government programs, it accounts for revenues that are not specifically designated to any other fund.





Governor’s Budget and Budget Bill – The document presenting the Governor’s recommendations and estimates for financial operations of the state for the upcoming fiscal year.





H.R. House Resolution.





Initiative – Method of direct legislation by a vote of the people.





Interim Hearing – A hearing on a subject area held when the Legislature in not formally in session. Sending bills to “interim hearing” is usually just a polite way of killing a measure, since most are never actually set for another hearing.





Journal – Official chronological record of the proceedings of the respective houses, printed daily in pamphlet form, certified, indexed, and bound at the close of each session.





Law – Rule of conduct determined by the people through their elected representatives, or by direct vote





Legislative Analyst Office (LAO) – Non-partisan body which provides advice to the Legislature on fiscal matters, publishes a detailed analysis of the Governor’s Budget which becomes the initial basis for legislative hearings on the Budget.





Lobbyist – One who tries to influence legislators and other officials. 





Resolution – A legislative proposal that does not have the force of law, such as a commendatory statement.





S.B. – Senate Bill.





S.C.A. – Senate Constitutional Amendment.





S.C.R. – Senate Concurrent Resolution.





S.J.R. – Senate Joint Rules.





S.R. – Senate Resolution.





Senate – The 40-member upper house of the Legislature, with members serving four- year terms.





Session – Has two meanings: the two-year time period during which each Legislature meets; and the daily floor meetings of both houses.





Standing Committee – A more or less permanently constitutes group of legislators who hear testimony on bills in a given subject area.


If the committee approves, the bill advances, if not, it is killed.


There are three types of standing committees: policy, fiscal, & rules.





Veto – Action of a Governor in disapproval of a measure. May be overridden.


Item Veto – Governor may reduce or eliminate terms of appropriations while approving rest of bill. May be overridden.


Pocket Veto – Governor fails to sign bill after final adjournment.  Cannot be overridden. A pocket veto is no longer possible under the California Constitution.








